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Studyreform 1996-2005
• Triggered by the changing demands and the

necessity of patient-oriented medicine.

• Change of the image of an ideal medical doctor: 
WHO 5* doctor: care provider

decision maker
communicator
community leader
manager



Where we started from

1. Modular Curriculum with organ specific
modules

2. Integration of several disciplines in each
module

3. Life Long Learning, Problem based Learning
4. Training in three dimensions: 

• Knowledge
• Skills
• Attitude



Where we started from

1. and 2. year 3. and 4. year 5. and 6. year

The healthy body The ill patient Differentialdiagnosis

Exam Exam Exam Exam Federal 
ExamOrganspecific integrated modules

Plan an funcition of the
healthy body,

Communication
statistics

Plan and function
of the ill body, 

taking history, skills

10 month
stage at a 

hospital
A GP or
scientist

„small“
Specialities
Differential-
diagnosis

Skills

Social and communicative Kompetencies, scientific basics, emergency

„LAP“ „Einzeltutoriat“



Why Bologna?

Decision of the Federal Government

• All curricula have to be changed till 2010
• No exeption for Medicine, Dental Medicine



Bologna 
Structure of the Curriculum

3 Cycles
• Bachelor 3 years (180 ECTS)
• Master 1.5 – 2 years (90 – 120 ECTS)
• PhD 2 - 3 years
„Exeption medical“
• Master 3 years 180 ECTS
• Dr. med and Dr. med. dent: 1 year







Outcome Definition Bachelor
Students have gained basic knowledge of healthy and ill individuals in 
organspecific integrated modules

They are able to recognize the clinical relation between symptoms
and disease

They have basic knowledge of skills and scientific work

They show professional behavior in a clinical setting.

With a Bachlor Degree it is not possible to work as medical doctor. 

The BA is an integrated part of the Master.



Outcome Definition Master

• Master of Medicine and Master of Dental 
Medicine are regulated in the Medizinalberufe 
Gesetz MedBG (law that regulates Swiss 
healthcare professions)

• Operation in the Swiss Catalogue of 
Learning Objectives for Medicine
(www.smifk.ch)



Basic Questions

• How does our Bologna Curriculum differ
from a Conventional Currciulum?

• Student centered

• Integrated

• Diversification

• Flexible

• Not so easy to manage

Bologna

• Teacher centered

• Seprated (preclinic / clinic

• Same for all

• Rigid

• Easy to manage

Conventional



Structure of the Bachelor Medizin

Modules

Obligations

Basic Competencies
• Social, communicative
• Skills
• Scientific work
• Humanities / Ethics

Major

Clinical Medicine

? further planing

Dental Medicine
60 ECTS/

Year

1 ECTS=
25 to 30h stud. 

workload



Modules – The idea behind……

Bachelor
1st to 3rd Jahr

Anatomy, Histology, 
Physiology, Biochemestry

Pathophysiology

Master
4th and  5th year

Clinical reasoning,
Diagnostic, 

Therapy
Differentialdignosis

HC

D

S

B

P R

HC

D

B

PRS



Modules - The Idea behind…. 

• The organspecific modules appear in the
Bachelor and the same topics again in the
Master

• During the Bachelor we put special weight
on Anatomy, Physiology, Pathology und 
Pathophysiology, illustrades with clinical
examples.

• During the Master we integrate the basic
science, and put emphasis on clinicale
reasoning, diagnosis, therapy and 
differentialdiagnosis



Principles of Module Organisation 

 Modules of one organsystem in the BA and MA are
an adminstrative entity

 in the BA the lead is taken by a basic scientist and 
the co- lead is taken by the clinical counterpart
responsible for the integration of clinical content. 

In the MA it is vice versa.



How it looks like….

Grezflä Herz/chen KL

Ethik/Psy/ Recht Blut/Infekt/Abwehr

Frühlingssemester Woche 15 bis 27, 1.3. bis 4.06.10

Herbstsemester Woche 1 bis 14, 17.09. bis 22.12.09

Woche 15 bis 18 Woche  19 bis 21 Woche  22 bis 27

Atmung



Basic competencies (BC) and  
Extended Competencies (EC)

They are a continuum during BA and MA

1. Social and communicative
competencies

2. Skills
3. Scientific Work
4. Humanities and Ethics





Master Clinical Medicine

• Modules Part 2 of the learning coil
• Extended competencies
• Major: „Einzeltutoriat“, social and preventiv

medicine, prescription course
• Year for elecives
• Modul „ From Symptom to Diagnosis“



Year of Electives

4. and 5. semester of the MA
• 1st month mandatory: scientific work
• 3 month Surgery
• 3 month Internal Medicine
• 3 Monate free choice

Log-Book: all skills of the SLCO with
signature of the tutor 60 ECTS



The new „Eidgenössische 
Prüfung“

• Claimed by the Parliament MedBG
• Condition of admission: sucessful finished

studies of human medicine/ dental medicine in 
an accredited curriculum at Master level

• Organisation by the Federal Office of Health 
(Medizinalberufekommission)

• Format: MC + CS (clinical skills) + CBA



Dr. med. und Dr. med.dent.
CRUS Mai 2009

• After Master of medicine / dental medicine and 
successful federal exam

• 1 year scientific work
• Masterthesis can be the basis for further scientific

work
• Univesities are responsible for further modalities

• PhD curriculum: Development ongoing



Part 2

Bologna and the Healthcare 
System



I thank Prof. C. Bader, Université de Genève for this slide
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Why should this concern us?

• Costs in healthcare systems are exploding
• Are we producing „overshoot“ in our

medical curricula?
• What are the options of a Bologna 

curriculum?
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Typical reaction of faculty members
(in Germany)

– No low level medical staff (Barfussmedizin)
– High medical care for everyone
– Enough of reforms
– Bachelor offers new options to work in the

field of healthcare, but this is not identical with
high aims of the faculties.



But…..

• A curriculum disigned in 2 steps, will allow
to change the healthcare system in a 
disruptive manner.

• All responsible actors in this field are
under obligation to think of new models
instead of restriction.  

• Cooperation of politicians, associations of 
medical professions, faculties, and 
industry is necessary!
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